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Development status and technology challenges of high-altitude
long-endurance solar-powered aircraft

YANG Xixiang' , HOU Zhongxi® , GUO Zheng'
(1. College of Aerospace Science and Engineering, National University of Defense Technology, Changsha 410073, China;
2. Test Center, National University of Defense Technology, Xi’an 710100, China)

Abstract; HALE ( high-altitude long-endurance ) solar-powered aircrafts are the research frontiers, they can staying airborne for several
months, and can form new application ability named " long-endurance + station-keeping". The three-stage development process of HALE solar-
powered aircrafts was systematically summarized, including early exploration stage, rapid development stage and operational capability
demonstration stage, and typical development plans aboard were introduced. Key technology challenges were analyzed, including aerodynamic
configuration design, energy storage battery, high altitude propulsion, large scale structure and flight control, and the suggestions for research
directions were proposed. All those can provide reference for innovation development of HALE solar-powered aircrafts.
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1.1 #EREMER

NI FH R BF A 5 %) g 52T LA 8 380 28 T i
7 Al i R TR T RE A BRSO, B E
£ 1767 4, Saussure & B T K FHAREE AR HH-H T
R, R FHARE BRI AT 46 B 1839 4,
Becquerel i it RS2 30 B 1 OGAEARIT RN,
X2 J e — DR BH o B AR A B, 19 40K
2 20 fihad F2fut, R BH A EOR BUR—E 42 T,
EOCHE IRt BUAE 1954 48, DUJR S % 1Y Chapin
S AL RE W B ' H B S R R B 6% K
PARRERPH ™ . Bl , Raspet 32 H 1 FH K BH
BEIRh CHLAHES ™ o 1958 4RI, # ik K FH R
T 7% A TE A R A5 T, 1960 4F, T Ml Ak B ik
I PH I R 3k B 14% , 1985 4F R R ik
#20% .

1974 429 H ,7£ AIAA/MIT/SST Br& 28 IR
G CAT 2L, 3 A [ BT Y Trving 67
FARTL, FA T AR FH AR 3 CHL CAT Y Al AT
P, 3500 Astro Flight 24 7 4 74— 4k
BHRE K ML Sunrise I,y Robert Boucher %1t , 3T
1L H AT T RATIRE, A 25 K B RE LAY
el , RHLBTRE 12. 25 kg, 3 9. 75 m, K FH AL
Tl 450 WO 1975 4EE | Astro Flight 23]
T ORI BHAE AL Sunrise 11, FfZEFK S
JE T AT, CHLA AL S Sunrise 1 AH[A], B
10.3 kg, BLJE 9. 75 m, KA 1T F 600 W, K1T
I TUE R 15. 2 km, th TR RGTHLEE , 52 PR
KT EHE 5.2 km, 1977 4, NASA [ Kuhner
SEP R T R KA K B AR LA, T e
2 JRSRTT T {5 A4 R oy ] 4

Sunrise 1A% A FH H, 1t )5 5 F T AeroVironment
A G ALK PSR Paul MacCready T 1971 4F
EINVARIIN DN Rl R SN i N R N
Ml Gossamer Penguin, ¥ H Jfi 7& 30.8 kg, 3 &
21.6 m, fy TEE0IESS AT 4 25, kAT H g
TEH RN B I T e, 1980 4 4 7 % 8 A JT
J& T 2 AT, SEH T AUIKEE R FHRBRREE |
1714 min 21 s 1) ARG RE , Oy J5 21 5 5 M fE
R BHARE CAHL B TR T SEbras s

1981 4£7 A 7 H , 8 N2 3§47 Solar Challenger
ROl T A RAT I B 262. 3 km, 23
®AT S5 h 23 min, B3 TR FHAE KALD R HT
FEm, RALBT A 152.4 kg (F 25 61), K
9.24 m, 3 E 14.2 m, 52K 1. 77 m §fi2E T 16 128
HORPH AL, 72 TAF i Zh A A ik 4 000 W, £

SETET I ER 2 500 W, 4238 1 AN AL, B Astro
Flight 73 m] & it , Dupont 23 & 5% B I 4= ™ So it #1
o TCHLEA A K22 5 T, AT 470 15 i i o
Robert Boucher ¥ Gossamer Penguin F{l Solar
Challenger T [ #f$H T SC i ] £ ¢

1982 4, NASA ) Yongblood 2" #F 5% T &
ZS MU K FHAE CAHLEA BT 51 [, NASA
BEBl) AeroVironment 23 7] 7 & T i 25 KA I A FH
AEEHLITH HALSOL™™, #85R 20 km #5725 €A T
AIATYE A T3 ARG LLALAN 1 SR EARIAIL, SR E T
SBNMGA BT HAR , (BB PR AF it H A ME LAt 2
e A KM AT K, S5 I H e L 10 4R )5 B
JE A% 4 Pathfinder T H
1.2 REXRREME

PR R SR Bt M R T4 NASA K45
AeroVironment 2> 7] F 3 35 0 58 K ML DAL B 28 F7
A ( environmental research aircraft and sensor
technology, ERAST) i} %] . DARPA BE5 1% & 2 H)
%) Vulture 11X . Airbus [Jj 45 5 25 [R] 23 6] /) Zephyr
I,

1.2.1 ERAST #X]

1993 4 F 2f4F , NASA BX 4 AeroVironment 2
HJR 3l ERAST 7RI, s & JEAE 20 km [ s
25 AN RBL, FH T IREERAEFIE IR, S5 it
T Pathfinder , Pathfinder Plus  Centurion . Helios P4
TS KBAAE R B T 2 AT R
AT IE SR

Pathfinder /&5 %5 KFHBE CALELARBIET &,
B TR UE KRB AR BT 52 5 b RL A A I3 48 IR AL
£ AN 07 TV E R DA R e o £ 21 N O N L
WAFH AR, ALK 3.66 m, € 30 m, XK
2.44 m, JT it 254 ke, K FHHL b AR K 2l
7500 W, ARG AR L) 14% , 2% 6 GRIIL, B G
AR 1.25 kW, 1993 4, 71 318 T B A Ip 8 2
F5F, Pathfinder 7E NASA Dryden #f 5% H.0: T &
T ATIE, B A S 3 5 5 P R 7
TEN . 1995 4£ 9 A 11 H , Pathfinder ### Solar
Challenger, SZHL T 15.5 km ) K475 B, #i L EH
R M2 29 A “1995 4Ef iRy 10 4> Ko7
a7, 1997 4T T H ik B R B H 4
WG AR A B AL T BB 3 i 2R
SR ARE T 21,8 km BRPHAEES) ) “ATRIEL
s, W R IR 2 HE 1) RAT R R 2D ok . 1 E KT
TR B 0 H BRI R 10 25 BRI TG
A A AR T 9 R 2 AR Y 22 Ak i L
RS RGS , POA N TP K B A © AT ik
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WAt , 55 i 2 KA R B RE RIS 2t 5 BRI R "3

B BEAE M £, Pathfinder 723X BLALITJE T 7 K
17k

1998 4%, 3@ o 38 Jn 38 Jig | el ri L R T 2
AR B HL it , ] 1 Pathfinder Plus, JS2FR B
+2 Pathfinder 12 J5 1Y) Centurion Z [8] ffj— >3 JE
RIS, H 2 S0 1 R BH HL <3 i A 4
A, KHL B 317.5 kg, Pathfinder Plus 3 &
36. 88 m, R T AL 13. 4 m By 38 B fik
FEOR BH H b S 4 850K 3R 19% , fie K R DR &Y
12 500 W, 1§ SunPower /AT #244E, 2225 8 S L,

EEIINF 1S kW, 38PTHF 27.4 ~32.2 km/h,

1998 4£ 8 J1 6 H ,7Eifs R 3 il g Bl 1
24.5 km B RATE B AL %, Horp 21,3 km P
R RATALI 2 3.5 h AT 55 8 mr B Oy 30. 8 kg

Centurion J& T4t K KFHAE CHL, Hbp
VR AR 80 6 2 500 /9K FHBE RHLAY J5 Y
HORBUENL, BTt 816. 8 kg(24.4 km &) . K
PUPLIL A3 5 B, AR 32 2R IR £T 4 A7 S5 0 48U
MRS SRR FEL R L, 5 BOALFE JE B2 A [R], 1210
29.2 em, A BIE U 350, T 62.8 m, 5% K
I Pathfinder #H[F], 5% L 26, K FHHL b 2 H
R E R T2 31 kW, 58 1 Al S A A
5 hRATAA AR, 42 14 SHIHL, RE IR
2.2 kW, HLI T 7% 4 DI, I3k e
Hi QAR R R 75 ke B 1998 A TF
Ji& TR FAAEREHL I 3 ) A AS AT, Sk T
RATEE S TR

Helios /& AeroVironment /> 5] 0} & & iy 2 4%
WK BHAE ©HL, AT =7 K PH R CHLE AR Sy 5
filt, 8 0 A B8 RV P TR B RAT, B TR AT
4 ~6H , B 2 100 kg, Ay ZIFE 1 000 W,
Helios 734y =25 BL(HPOL ) A At iR £ (HPO3 )
AShRAS . HPOL 381 75.3 m, 5t i 929 kg, KFHHL
Wk DA 42 kW 39RR AT 14 GHAL,4 BTE8T
(e B P BHLEE AT 1 ERT AN

2001 4£ 8 J], HPO1 7E ZE K17 S 5
EE, B T 29,5 km 1Y AT R EE BT 4L % . HPO3
FHE AR A - 2= UREH B 5E R 15. 2 km
o BE S AR 6 AT, RBLEE R s HPOL A [H], BT
wikF| 1 051 kg, 5% 1k 31, 2003 426 H 7 H,
HPO3 SERCE &, 45 R R H AT 15. 2 km &8
K730 h fYHEST,2003 £ 6 A 26 H,HPO3 7£ &
AT P AR A SR AR A 4R ERAST
THIE 2k, 2017 4F, H 4 SofiBank /A w]
AeroVironment 2\ &) B A % 57, HapsMobile -/ &,
LA Helios Sy HEAili AIF i T8 25 B sl 15 1 K BH AE

KA Sunglider,2020 4 9 H 75 8 P4 =N RE T
AT, 7EZY 19 km 5 BN S T AR AE B 4G
IS I

1.2.2  Vulture # ]

2007 4, DARPA jg 3 Vulture X1, £ E =5
ZEHF 5% 3£ B = (air force research laboratory,
AFRL) Fll NASA .25 T 7 3¢, HR 2 R Em =
FEE A AT 0T 58 T DR 8 B 28 K P A RUAIL, T 47 22
AT S5 47, Jifi i 450 kg, ZAgIIFE S kW,

2008 4 4 H, DAPRA 435l FAR G 9 & 1%
AR - BT E AR IT AR, R AR T &
BT — BB o HOGA R T Odysseus J5
F, W o A R A S QinetiQ 2 A R T
SolarEagle J5 %%, & v A f - & T K &
AeroVironment A 7] 7E Helios J:fill 48 H T 3 5m
gty & VB Jr 2. DARPA g 2 3k #% T
SolarEagle J7 28,2010 4£ 9 H, & T Ik & 2\ A
9 000 J7 KITHY 5 [, T Ji& 4 RO B e AL il A
KA (8 B B, AWy 4 ER
SolarEagle B iEHLELJEE 122 m, >Rk HIPUHL & PO 2 3
AR, Bkl 5 14’ AT 30 d, 2012 4,
DARPA JCiH 1 % ik HLAF 6 #1475, 2017
A O A R 2 A, 2018 AE 1L 1k
A A E AT IEAEWH] Odysseus 185 25 K AL F K FH
AEEHL™ AT 2008 42 (& S T Bk I
# B AT R R 4 BB IX R GA 1 4R Bl 6 4
H B R B 50 kg, 3% 74 m, HLE R H]
TR T R B 2T AR 45 ), SR P AR AL B OR P
HL Tt e ) 248 i IR ER A, i el 2 1 e o
H25% FaE R th I A 250 W oR I =R 3AT R,
LN XU A A BRI HEUE R 8, 2019 4E 7
J1, A T BRI IR I 2 AR T R Y B IR AT
5,

1.2.3  Zephyr #t+X]

1 NASA 1 AeroVironment 2\ &) & Ji& R}
R R FHBE LAY [FI IR, rh/ N B4 5K BH AE
LR A H B S, AR R I Zephyr
e,

Zephyr T RIJT 4R T 2001 4, fie W) 2 FH THA$%
FTM T 5 B 4 s () <K 6T, D] QinetiQ 24 ]
W] 7 RS RAEL Zephyr2, it ANE] 7 kg, 5 B
HI CATFIR B RAT A, 7E Clifton 17 BF B2
Ko 2002 4, BE] T Zephyr3 R JE 12 m, i
15 kg, it s N SRR B B s, WAk
IR BORRE I K )G, QinetiQ 23 W 5% [1]
K& Zephyr To AHL, FH T 005 AL X b WL | iz
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2005 4£2 A ,Zephyrd M & a5 S IERTES. 14 km 5 i
&, AT 1 h, FEEH BRI R BEIREOR XU, S
T S KU TC ABLIEAS R RV K ) %A T
e EAE LB 12 m, TTi 24 17 kg,

ZephyrS Q82 TR REAREA K , (245 7
NG WS R B, Zephyr Al AR H7E B 2% KR
HRAT, B QinetiQ 23 ] e B b T4, K
52, BCR AL G Rl 720 %8 Zephyr XK
JERAE R B BBUR, T R E H R &
B, ZephyrS — 1 [ B T £5 fitf fiE P, b 0 K FH P 3l
Jiite 31 kg, ZephyrS —2 AN AN T 58 HL A £ RE
W, B 25 kg, AREES B, 2005 47 12 H, AU
TCHILTE 36 [EHT A 8 BE M (Vb 3 AR A 43l
K474 h A6 h BHE TR € BT G AT AT
FESEH AR, 2006 4F 7 J AL RHLFIRTE T &
17155 , ZephyrS —1 ®47 18 h(K [ €477 h), %
17 BEIRE) 10. 97 km 55 th 44 48 1O FILLAb
Zfir , ZephyrS =2 €47 17 h, il ZephyrS, ®AT
P RN it E R B AR AR BIAR KR T

Zephyr6 fE ZephyrS J&hili Pt T — K&, &
— K AEIIRESUET- 6 , K P A 7E AT H o 6
AEFE ML FEHL . Zephyr6 FELJE 18 m, 5k H] i 2 fi 1
AERPRL, B AL 30 kg, 2007 457 H |, Zephyr6
FEBT 25 VU RN 2 AT 54 h, oK W AT
17.8 km;2008 4f 8 J , 7E VA SARM (1 i 420 5
Y7, AT B AR B 18,3 km, & 4T B [A]
82 h 37 min'* " JRlE T AN 4 BRI
Fi 30 h 94t 5%, TEX BB, Zephyr 4545 136
] [ B 0 A B By, 45 DL E AN — A B AR R R
BB o

Zephyr7 4k7K T KA Zephyr6 (44, HARE
S R BH FaL b R i BE P, A 0706 PR BB IR R &6, e
LS R RATALE . &I AT R R
19. 8 km , #&[A] 13.7 km, SR JH fi (A A O B v b
PRBRAE RE R ML, FER U RE R B i LU AR T, R
FREARRCR 10% (1)K BH HL Y, 2165 f Tt L RE 2 29
350 Wh/kg, %F Zephyr6 56 o s 9K B AL i PR
(IR, R T ELBRAAIL, 32 5 1 ik R RN
AR, RBLBTRE 53 ke, 3 22.5 m, HLE A
4% Zephyro NN 50% 0O T B3, g
SEPE S — X A/ NE . RHLTERE B BCR
TR, BRI S S VI B 3 AT
2010 457 A4 9 HZE 23 H, Zephyr7 7. F 2R M
MRl 220 S50 b, B3 1 %28 €47 336 h 22 min
ML BT 2c s, AT R IR ) 21. 6 km 548 T

AT {5 H 4k 2757, TIE ) 1 s 2 KA s A B i
KBRS AR B AT AT, FEASE R T 43
FORBGUE TAE, M &S e 1k T — K 7
HISEE NG & T mas KA KA CHLA B
W, B R S AR

2013 4F, 2 K B 45 5 25 [A] 23 w] A QinetiQ 72y
A T Zephyr 3 H |, 1 Xt TR DIREII M 7S,
O TR AR AL , B G S 0 B AL (4L
SRR N 2T E R SR, 2014 4E & 2R
Zephyr7 FERGBRGEHE T8t 11 K0 8 4 B2 4 i
i RATIREE Y L AR, SRS ST TR R E
TR CHL ZephyrS (HLFK Zephyr8 ) (], &AT
BEZ) 21 km, 02 & 55 km/h, e i 5 ~
10 kg,
1.3 SSHeEhBIESMATREMER

2016 4, 34 [5] [3 B 3 55 A7 Wy 3K 3 %2 ZephyrS
K BHAE ML, T 1 SME & 45 1 i e 0 36 ™
2018 47 A 11 H , FE S E B e L, 55 1 42
ZephyrS H . Al 5 JF M ¥ 3 & K, B @& T
25 d 23 h 57 minf#E KM RATH2G" B
RATEE 21,7 km, $RLE AT RE 183 km, JIE B
TRGRES), LT A e A% bR, RHLR
J'& 25 m, JiTi 24 65 kg, AffEAH TR 2T 5 1/3 1%
AT K 100 d, JETF 3 £ 0. 42 m/s, SR ]
e R A A A BH o b R 0 K £k SRR A ) 5 L R
A A b, A B R AR Gk 28% , T R Gk
1 KW/ kg, 4B HL il 544 [L RE B 435 Wh/kg, 53R %
fir 200 YK, BLE 2 6 450 W 1 HL, 2018 427 H
16 H, 28 BB AT — S48k I his s

2019 423 A9 H ,ZephyrS )5 T 2 IR
FRE, 2R E I BRARRE R iE IR R
P, B 2 3 3 CHLL I 45 F B R AT o (I
P20 ) oA 5 i o A fg I ) 0 J2 . 2020 4
11 A HT=J4, ZephyrS 1E 0 S M 82 58 1L T
AR RIS, RHLRH TR R R R, 4
THIBAIE T2 & JETF A T B R T
PERE, H IR T CHLEEN: R G Fa 45
BATEHRE

2021 4F 5, ZephyrS 3 — 25 75 W S M I
JE& T T 1A L G R 5 AT . SEIsRATL/3
MR T 4 AR AT, E— 2 510E T
BB 2 RBLERAE B R E R S
%, RHERSKHUIFRET 2 R E Wik
52021 4£ 7 A 16 HITRE T4 —K ©I7ik%, &
ATEFE] 17 d 23 h 39 min 548 1T H T34 Fn et
AT SR8 H 25 HIFRT
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18 em AYALAT, 156 HH AR E T 20 000 i K14 ; 45 3%
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FW] AP )2 T 52t 2 GHz 33 ik 55 9 RE 7, /]
fii 1 450 MHz 753775 140 km 55 il P 4 1t 34 42 ik
% Bk T ZephyrS Hag 4 I0 Lk T 1% HE 1 BE
03, e R BT B B AR A B RN T
J1o 2022 526 ] 15 H , ZephyrS 75V H| SR JH #E
Yl &, % 8 J1 16 H RATALET T 60 d, ik
i 1 HAE 2018 AFEA 3 1 AT 42 5%

241}, ZephyrS @ RATALH E 8T 3 600 h, K
KB SR AT B T B K A4 T 1Y ZephyrT (4,
PR Zephyr9) RSP SR FXUR AR R, BLRE32 m,
Jrfe i 140 kg, A B R EmEE Ty, Al #5805
K BOGETIS (T T A 2 R B A
T TRATAT S T R 2847 e ) o A2 A e s Ko
I R BH BB " RATLAY A Je O ) A 34

2 SEKMAEAPARECH R AR

2.1 REEBZGTEHSIFHHEEIT
KFHAE CHLF €I R G Y 3 U7 Bk
EC, MREARBEFE, 38 7 DLBRE B (10 ~ 70 m/s)
RAT T 20 ke BRI iR S KU E R, 90 Hu T
(197% " o RSB EOT A, TR T R —
BERTF1.0) = T 1 &R 82 s S B 38
TS A3 A 25 Bl v €, B R
B G NTH I ZR B, Re B WHED , HAF ()RS
THRHECFAS SR FF LM 6 2R, 1l -5 2 24 [ B
PO, SRk UL, K FHAE KL R i Jm s A i T

DFBO SR (WL 35 € R T R B
C. JIMHRFI R AR K, 6. S AE i A1), A BLAIGEH 77
AR AT (R RN o R, KB AE AL
o 25 A AT AR, T O TARFE IR & B R
(RS 10°) , FRAEAF7E WL 8l 43 9 R 4 S 15 ik
SEBG O WA B AN B R, S
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Fig.4 Energy density and power density for
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